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PHOENIX, Ariz. — R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.'s Camel 
brand will sponsor teams in three motorsports series in 
1994, James C. Schroer, RJR's executive vice president of 

i 

marketing and sales, said Friday. 

The sponsorships, called Smokin' Joe's Racing Team, 
add "a new and exciting dimension" to Reynolds Tobacco's 
motorsports program, Schroer said at a news conference. 
Smokin' Joe's Racing Team sponsorships are: 
o A NASCAR Winston Cup Ford Thunderbird fielded by 
Travis Carter and raced by Hut Stricklin. 

o Two entries to run in national events on the 
National Hot Rod Association's Winston Drag Racing Series 
— a Top Fuel dragster driven by Jim Head and a Ford Funny 
Car driven by Gordie Bonin. The two-car team is operated 
by Paul Candies. 

o Three motorcycles -- two that will be raced on the 
American Motorcyclist Association's U.S. Superbike Series 
and one motorcycle that will compete In the AMA's 600cc 
Supersports Class. The American Honda team Is operated by 
Martin Adams. Mike Hale will be racing a 600cc Supersport 
bike. The two Superbike riders will be announced later. 
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Carter has been a NASCAR Winston Cup champion crew 
chief twice, in 1973 and 1978. He has 33 Winston Cup 
victories and 190 top-five finishes. Carter previously 
was a Winston Cup car owner in 1990, 1991 and part of 
1992. 

Stricklin was runner-up for Winston Cup Rookie of the 

Year honors in 1989. He has won championships on the 

■ 

Alabama Sportsman, NASCAR Dash and Winston Racing series. 
Stricklin has 139 career Winston Cup starts and has won 
$1.7 million. 

Candies fielded cars in NHRA drag racing from 1958 
through 1990, including Winston championship-winning 
entries in Top Fuel in 1976 and in Funny Car in 1984. 

Head has competed in drag racing since the mid-1960s. 
He has earned victories at three Winston Drag Racing 
Series events, including the 1984 U.S. Nationals in 
Indianapolis. He has been driving a Top Fuel Dragster 
since 1989. 

Bonin began racing Funny Cars in the mid-1970s and 
has won six national events, including the 1979 U.S. 
Nationals and the Winston Finals in 1977 and 1979. After 
a stint as a marketing manager for NHRA in the 1980s, 

Bonin entered 10 events this year, winning the Oldsmobile 
Springnationals in a Funny Car. 
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Adams* American Hondas have been running under the 
Team Camel banner for three years. The team earned two 
600cc Supersport national championships and won the 50th 
Anniversary Daytona 200. 

Schroer said Camel’s move to team sponsorships with 

the Smokin' Joe's Racing Team does not diminish Reynolds 

Tobacco's commitment to back major series. 

» 

"Our primary focus during the past 23 years of RJR 
sports involvement has been series sponsorships," Schroer 
said. "We plan to build on the strengths of our past 
associations with motorsports as we look to the future. 

"We will maintain our strong Winston motorsports 
series sponsorships with NASCAR and the National Hot Rod 
Association. They will continue to be the cornerstones of 
our motorsports effort," Schroer said. 

"We are simply redirecting our Camel sponsorships to 
focus our motorsports program within series where we have 
the greatest opportunities to reach our direct trade 
customers and adult smokers," he said. 

"We have a solid motorsports lineup with our proven 
all-stars — the NASCAR Winston Cup and Winston Racing 
Series, the NHRA Winston Drag Racing Series, and the 
Winston Eagle Hydroplane. 

"Smokin' Joe's Racing Team gives the lineup a new and 
exciting dimension -- a new way for Reynolds Tobacco to 
remain a key player in American motorsports," Schroer 
said. ### 
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